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5
WHY NOT SIN 
IF I CAN 
ASK FOR 
FORGIVENESS 
LATER?
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We’re in our fifth week of nailing down 
questions that need answers when the storms 
of life come our way. With that in mind, we trust 
you are enjoying the company God put you with 
on this journey. By the end we expect to have a 
shelter of faith constructed in our lives that will 
stand up to any difficulty or challenge.

The first four questions we looked at really 
focused on the way outsiders view Christianity. 
They are the questions that keep people away 

from the faith. This session we step inside the faith and think about an age-old 
question that comes up when fallen people realize God forgives. In fact, it seems 
like He presents Himself as someone who will forgive even outlandish sins. This 
session we’re going to see the danger and mistake of taking forgiveness for 
granted. 

Here’s one of the Bible passages we want to have nailed to the wall of our storm 
shelter: 

 
8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from 
yourselves, it is the gift of God—  
9 not by works, so that no one can boast. 10 For we are God’s handiwork, 
created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for 
us to do. (Ephesians 2:8-10 niv) 

The temptation expressed in this session’s title question is real. Most Christ 
followers face it at one time or another. Like most temptations, the question has 
a thin covering of truth that tries to hide a pile of lies. That’s why this question 
has to be met head-on and disarmed before it does serious damage in our lives.

WELCOME
BACK TO
STORM
SHELTER!
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OPEN UP

OPEN YOUR GROUP BY PRAYING

We thank you, God, for the lessons you have been teaching us during these 
weeks. Thank you for not leaving us unprepared for the storms of life. You are 
our shelter. Thank you for loving each person in our group. You have put each 
person in this group for a reason. Watch over us as we talk about sin and our 
need to walk with you. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.

1  Does anyone have an insight or encounter from this past week, like an 
opportunity to share your faith or a highlight from your Bible reading?

2  Let’s talk a little about the subject of forgiveness and how some of us 
have experienced it in daily living. Who has a story of forgiveness or 
unconditional love you would be willing to share? 

3  WHAT’S NEXT? Either now or at the end of this session, take a few 
minutes if you haven’t done so yet to talk about the plan going forward. 
You may simply want to meet at least one more week after next for a 
celebration gathering. Or there may be another study on the horizon 
you can get ready for. Don’t let this time come to a close without 
considering how you might support each other in the coming storms.

4  Check in with your spiritual partner(s), or with another partner if yours is 
absent. Share something personal God taught you during your time in 
His Word this week, or read a brief section from your journal. Be sure to 
write down your partner’s progress on page 117. 

20 MINUTES SUGGESTED
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TAKE IT IN

WATCH DVD SESSION 5

Watch the DVD teaching for this session now. We have provided a Notes space 
below. There you can record any key thoughts, questions, and things you want 
to remember or follow up on. After watching the video, have someone read the 
discussion questions in the Talk It Over section and direct the discussion among 
the group. As you go through each of the subsequent sections, ask someone 
else to read the questions and direct the discussion. 

NOTES:

APPROXIMATELY 12 MINUTES
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As Pastor Cal put it in the opening to this session’s 
teaching, we’re going to run into two kinds of  
Christians as we go about being Christ-followers 
ourselves. One group is going to be struggling with 
obedience to Christ in a world that doesn’t care what 
God thinks. The other group may have put their faith 
in Christ, not intending to follow or obey Him, but 
simply to get the great “benefit plan” He offers. Let’s 
think about this together and explore what we can 
learn from our experiences. So, let’s talk it over…

5  Pastor Cal started with the letter from the girl who is facing her so-called 
Christian friends’ attitude of carelessness about sin. They are sure God 
will have to forgive them no matter what they do. Have you run into this 
attitude, and where do you think it comes from?

6  In Luke 8:11-15, Jesus described the four ways to respond to the 
seed of the gospel. Let’s talk about this statement again in context, 
remembering that we’re using the term “storms” throughout this study 
to refer to what Jesus called “testing.” 

Luke 8:11-15 niv 
11 “This is the meaning of the parable: The seed is the word of God. 12 Those 
along the path are the ones who hear, and then the devil comes and takes 
away the word from their hearts, so that they may not believe and be saved. 
13 Those on the rocky ground are the ones who receive the word with joy when 
they hear it, but they have no root. They believe for a while, but in the time 
of testing they fall away. 14 The seed that fell among thorns stands for those 
who hear, but as they go on their way they are choked by life’s worries, riches 
and pleasures, and they do not mature. 15 But the seed on good soil stands 
for those with a noble and good heart, who hear the word, retain it, and by 
persevering produce a crop.”

TALK IT OVER 20 MINUTES SUGGESTED
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-  What can we glean from this passage in relation to what we have just learned 
from Pastor Cal? 

-  If there’s only one kind of soil that produces the desired crop, what is it about 
that soil that allows the crop to persevere and grow? 

7  Pastor Cal referred to an instance in Scripture where the very question 
we’re studying was asked by some Roman believers who concluded 
that if God really enjoyed forgiving sins, then maybe it would be a 
good idea to sin a lot more so God would have something to do. Paul 
challenged them: “What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning 
so that grace may increase? 2 By no means! We are those who have 
died to sin; how can we live in it any longer?” (Romans 6:1-2 niv) What 
did we learn was missing in the lives of those who claim to be Christ-
followers but in practice seem more interested in getting away with as 
much sin as possible? What is your reaction to Paul’s strong response to 
the Roman believers? How can you relate this to your own life? (See the 
Study Notes below if needed).

8  As Pastor Cal put it:

  “You see, true faith always gives rise to obedience. And so from the 
moment we come to Jesus, God begins to train us in obedience. 
Through the presence and power of the Holy Spirit in your life, you 
have everything you need to live like who you really are! You have the 
power to live the supernatural life God designed you to live!” How can 
we experience the ongoing presence and power of the Holy Spirit in our 
lives?

  So, how does it help you to stand firm in your walk of obedience? 
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In our discussions we need to be aware that the 
issues we are talking about affect us personally as 
well as everyone else in our lives. Let’s make sure 
that we’re considering our own issues before we 
get completely focused on the problems others are 
facing. Our willingness to disclose in these sessions 
has been a help to all of  us, but these conversations 
are not at all easy. Again, this is an invitation, 
not pressure. 

9  Pastor Cal said the first step in standing firm in the faith and learning 
to walk in obedience is: Come back to the cross daily. What does this 
mean in your life and what are some specific ways you have learned to 
do this?

10  Let’s now practice “coming back to the cross” through Pastor Cal’s 
prayer (read this out loud together): “Thank you, Lord, that I am united 
with you in your death and I have died to sin. Today, by faith, I put off 
the old and put on the new. By the power of your Spirit, produce the 
righteousness of Jesus in me.” This week, consider committing to pray 
this daily.

11  Feed on God’s Word, daily! This study guide is set up to help you 
develop this discipline. If you haven’t already, choose to engage in the 
“Reflect On It” section this week.

WORK IT OUT 20 MINUTES SUGGESTED
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12  Speak God’s Word, daily! Even Jesus spoke Scripture out loud when 
faced with temptation: “Jesus said to him, “Away from me Satan! For it is 
written: ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve him only’” (Matthew 4:10). 
Write this Scripture out on a card (or another applicable verse). Carry it 
with you this week. Speak it out loud when faced with temptation. 

13  What we’re aiming for is a greater amount of God’s Word uploaded into 
our memory banks where God’s Spirit can access it when we need it. 
This takes time to read, study, memorize, and meditate. Let’s do a little 
exercise for the next two or three minutes. Who can share a passage 
from Scripture from memory that has been a go-to verse for you in 
life? (You might start by quoting the memory verse for this session: 
Ephesians 2:10. Once they begin, people may surprise themselves with 
the amount of Biblical power that comes to mind when they stop long 
enough to think about it!)
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COME BEFORE GOD:

Don’t get overwhelmed if you feel you’re behind in Scripture memory—don’t 
stay there. Decide to make some changes. Get quiet for just one minute, close 
your eyes and clear your mind. In your mind talk to God: “God, I confess my own 
shortcomings in deepening my awareness of your Word. Help me this week to 
take some immediate steps in identifying, reading, and working at memorizing 
parts of your Word that I know will be helpful to me. What do you want to say to 
me about this topic?” Write down any thoughts, impressions, pictures, or feelings 
you might have. If you want to share what you received with the group, feel free 
but there’s no obligation.

Now, connect with your spiritual partner. Share what you plan to do this week in 
response to this lesson. Then pray this prayer together:
 

PRAY TOGETHER:

Dear God, thank you for giving us your Word. Forgive us for ignoring the power, 
the help, and intimacy with you. Help us to hide your Word in our hearts so we 
might not sin against you. Bring your Word to mind at times so we realize just 
how much You want us to depend on the presence of your Holy Spirit when 
we face the testing storms of life, because we do need your help. Show us that 
when we let you into these situations, amazing things happen.

In Jesus’ Name, Amen.

NOTE: Some of the group members may have personal prayer 
requests they want to share. Allow everyone to answer this 
question: “How can we pray for you this week?” Ask someone in 
the group to pass their study guide around to write prayer requests 
on their Prayer and Praise Report on page 124. Ask that person to 
make copies, type it up and email it or take a picture and text it to 
the group.i
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STUDY
NOTES

Question 7 – Taking God’s grace and 
forgiveness for granted indicates we 
don’t understand grace or forgiveness. 
The question isn’t “Is God willing to 
forgive?” but “Have I accepted His 
forgiveness if I sin intentionally and 
plan to do so again?” The underlying 
problem here is the lack of repentance. 
We experience/receive God’s 
forgiveness following repentance (which 
is deeper than a superficial and rote 
“I’m sorry.”) True repentance is turning 
away from your sin with real remorse 
and choosing to turn toward God in 
obedience. 

Communion next session: Be prepared 
to share the Lord’s Supper together in 
our next session. Perhaps assign group 
members to help provide the elements, 
or alert next week’s host to that 
change. Make sure the bread and juice 
are ready and read the preparation 
notes in Session 6 “Work It Out” on 
page 101. Also consider having quiet, 
reflective worship music available to 
play in the background.
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MOVE
IT
FORWARD
This week, take what you learned and spend some 
time putting it into practice. Choose one or more of the 
following activities to further your spiritual growth and 
even connect to others in your group. Don’t feel you have 
to complete all of these. Decide what you can commit to 
and go for it. Share with your prayer partner what you are 
committing to.

…  Welcoming others. Share how you have done with inviting new people to 
church or your small group as you have encountered them during these 
weeks. 

…  Pray for each other this week. You can use the Prayer and Praise Report 
gathered earlier in this meeting to support your group in prayer. Also pray 
for opportunities to invite new people to church and your small group.

…  Reflect On It. Commit to daily connection with God. See suggestions on how 
to do that each day in the “Reflect On It” section. 

…  Change your mind. Memorizing Scripture helps to redirect our mind to 
God’s plan. Take time to improve this important practice. Here’s a passage 
that highlights this week’s theme; choose part or all to memorize:

For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus 
to do good works, which God prepared in advance for 
us to do. (Ephesians 2:10)

…  Take personal notes at the weekend service. 
 Be ready to share your thoughts the next time you gather with your group.
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REFLECT O
N

 IT

Day 1. 
Scripture: 
1 John 1:8-10

8 If we claim to be 
without sin, we deceive 
ourselves and the 
truth is not in us. 9 If we 
confess our sins, he 
is faithful and just and 
will forgive us our sins 
and purify us from all 
unrighteousness. 10 If 
we claim we have not 
sinned, we make him out 
to be a liar and his word 
is not in us. 

Observation: How do 
you understand the 
connection between 
confession, forgiveness, 
and purification? 

Application: Ask the 
Holy Spirit to do a 
thorough inventory of 
your life to point out 
anything in you that 
needs forgiveness and 
purification. 

Prayer:

Day 2. 
Scripture: 
James 1:25

25The man who looks 
intently into the perfect 
law that gives freedom, 
and continues to do this, 
not forgetting what he 
has heard, but doing 
it—he will be blessed in 
what he does.” 

Observation: We’re 
used to thinking that 
“law” always means 
“limits and restrictions,” 
but what did James 
have in mind by talking 
about a “perfect law that 
gives freedom”? Are 
they mainly designed 
to restrict or to increase 
freedom? 

Application: Take some 
time today to ask God 
for a growing desire 
to enjoy the blessings 
of freedom that come 
through obedience and 
forgiveness.

Prayer:

Day 3. 
Scripture: 
Matthew 4:8-11

8 Again, the devil took 
him to a very high 
mountain and showed 
him all the kingdoms 
of the world and their 
splendor.  
9 “All this I will give you,” 
he said, “if you will bow 
down and worship me.”  
10 Jesus said to him, 
“Away from me, Satan! 
For it is written: ‘Worship 
the Lord your God, and 
serve him only.’”  
11 Then the devil left him, 
and angels came and 
attended him. 

Observation: What was 
Satan using to tempt 
Jesus? What has Satan 
frequently used to tempt 
you? How does Jesus 
conquer the enemy?

Application: Identify 
three action steps from 
this passage that you 
can use to defeat the 
enemy. 

Prayer:
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O
N

 IT

Day 4. 
Scripture: 
Ephesians 2:8-10

8 For it is by grace you 
have been saved, through 
faith—and this is not 
from yourselves, it is the 
gift of God— 9 not by 
works, so that no one 
can boast. 10 For we are 
God’s handiwork, created 
in Christ Jesus to do 
good works, which God 
prepared in advance for us 
to do. 

Observation: As Pastor 
Cal pointed out, “You 
are not saved by your 
works, but you are saved 
for good works.” What’s 
unique about your 
skills, personality, and 
motivations that God may 
have intended for some 
work He prepared for you? 

Application: Identify at 
least one task or activity 
you can do today for the 
sheer joy of being God’s 
handiwork in action. 

Prayer:

Day 5. 
Scripture: 
Romans 6:1-2

1 What shall we say, then? 
Shall we go on sinning so 
that grace may increase? 
2 By no means! We are 
those who have died to 
sin; how can we live in it 
any longer? 

Observation: How 
could you treat God’s 
forgiveness lightly? How 
does this verse describe 
our condition after 
salvation?

Application: Identify 
specific evidence in your 
life right now that would 
demonstrate that you have 
“died to sin.” How will that 
evidence encourage you 
today? Identify one area 
that you may still need to 
“die to.” Surrender that to 
God today.

Prayer:

Day 6. 
Summary: 

Use the following space to 
summarize any thoughts 
God has put in your heart 
and mind about the things 
we have looked at during 
your Reflect On It time this 
week. 

In this session we focused on “Feeding on God’s Word.” Each day, read the 
selected verses and give prayerful consideration to what you learn about God, 
His Spirit, and His place in your life. Use SOAP as you read and think about 
the Scripture passages. Listen to God and record your applications, thoughts, 
insights, or prayer in the section below the verses you read. Continue to 
experiment using ACTS in your personal prayer times. On the sixth day record a 
summary of what you have learned over the entire week through this study. 
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