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WELCOME TO 
STORM 
SHELTER!
Look around your group and the safety of your surroundings. We trust you will 
enjoy the company God put you with on this journey over the next few weeks. By 
the end we will all realize that God has some answers for us that can withstand 
whatever life dishes out. There are good reasons to go through this study 
together. We need each other when it comes to building our shelter. We need to 
remind each other of the choices we have made when the storms come.
It was an issue on Jesus’ mind when He approached the sister of His dear friend 
Lazarus. She wasn’t happy that her brother had died, and she wondered out loud 
if Jesus might have prevented that storm from entering her life. Jesus said, “I am 
the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, even though 
they die; and whoever lives by believing in me will never die. Do you believe 
this?” (John 11:25). He was offering her the ultimate storm shelter; the answer to 
the problem of death. That’s what we’re starting with also.

We’re going to spend the next six weeks talking about storm shelters, but this 
one is the first and biggest one. In a sense, the resurrection answers all the other 
questions. If you’ve got this one nailed down, the others fit into place. We may 
not have an answer for every question that comes up, but if we’ve settled the 
most significant ones we can live with the unsettled matters in the Christian life. 

Let’s help one another during these weeks to make sure we’ve got our shelter 
clearly established and ready for life.
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OPEN UP

OPEN UP WITH PRAYER

Thank you God for each person in our group and for the others that may join us 
along the way. Help us to discover more about your plan for our storm shelter 
each and every time we gather. Reveal to us more about why what happened at 
Easter matters so much. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.

1  Let’s get to know each other: Introduce yourself and tell the group the 
most unusual Easter experience you can remember and what made it so 
memorable. Maybe it was the place, the time in your life, or the people 
you were with. You’re welcome to pass if you haven’t got one.

2  Share some of the differences between Easter as we’ve celebrated it 
here at Northwoods and other Easters from other times in your life.

3  WHO’S WITH US ON THIS JOURNEY? As you begin, take time to 
pass around a copy of the Small Group Roster on page 134 or a sheet 
of paper. Have everyone write down their contact information. Ask 
someone to make copies, type it up and email it or take a picture and 
text it.

4  ORGANIZING THE GROUP: Whether your group is new or ongoing, it’s 
always important to reflect on and review your values together. On page 
114 is a Small Group Agreement with the values we’ve found most useful 
in sustaining healthy, balanced groups. We recommend that you choose 
one or two values—ones you haven’t previously focused on or have 
room to grow in—to emphasize during this study. Choose ones that will 
take your group to the next level of authentic friendship and spiritual 
health. 

If your group is new, you may want to focus on sharing group ownership. Any 
group will quickly move from being the leader’s group to being our group if 
everyone understands the goals and shares a small role. See the Group Roles in 
the Appendix on page 116 for help on how to do this well. 

We recommend that you rotate host homes on a regular basis and let the hosts 
lead the meeting. We’ve come to realize that healthy groups rotate leadership. 
This helps to develop every member’s ability to shepherd a few people in a safe 
environment. Even Jesus gave others the opportunity to serve alongside Him 
(Mark 6:30–44). When it’s your turn to host and lead, be sure to refer to the FAQs 
in the Appendix on page 110 for additional information. 

20 MINUTES SUGGESTED
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TAKE IT IN

WATCH DVD SESSION 1

Watch the DVD teaching for this session now. We have provided a Notes space 
below. There you can record any key thoughts, questions, and things you want 
to remember or follow up on. After watching the video, have someone read the 
discussion questions in the Talk It Over section and direct the discussion among 
the group. As you go through each of the subsequent sections, ask someone 
else to read the questions and direct the discussion. 

NOTES:

APPROXIMATELY 10 MINUTES
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This part of  each session is about more than figuring 
out the main points of  the teaching. Some of  us may 
come away with very different applications from 
Pastor Cal’s observations. Sharing them may help 
all of  us because our underlying objective is to grow 
together during these weeks. So, let’s talk it over…

5  Though we don’t usually start our conversations this personally, the 
importance of this discussion touches like nothing else on how we live 
now and how we will spend eternity. Did you note the prayer Pastor 
Cal talked about in his closing? He described a bridge we must cross at 
some point. The way we cross is by praying, “Jesus, I am surrendering 
my life to follow you! I believe you died for me and rose again. Come 
into me and change me by your life-giving power.” He asked those of us 
who were trusting Jesus for the first time to make that decision public. 
People were declaring, “I am placing my trust totally in the death and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ as the one who bridged the gap between 
me and God.” 

  Did any of you cross that bridge this weekend? Can you tell us a little 
about the experience? Did anyone pray that prayer just now as Pastor 
Cal was speaking? It would be great to know so we can pray for you and 
encourage you. If you haven’t yet decided, that’s okay. We want this to 
be a safe place to investigate further.

6  Related to the entire message, what did you take away as the main 
point Pastor Cal was making in his remarks on the resurrection of Jesus? 
(See your personal notes from the DVD)

TALK IT OVER 20 MINUTES SUGGESTED
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7  When Pastor Cal mentioned the most well-known religious leaders of 
history and compared them with Jesus, how is Jesus set apart from all 
others (John 2:19)?

8  Acts 1:8a, “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on 
you;” Pastor Cal referred multiple times to the power Jesus promised we 
would have. What did he say the resurrection provides power for? (See 
Study Notes) How have you seen that evidenced in your life and others? 
We’re just starting out in our journey, but jumping in to talk about your 
experience with Christ will definitely shape how this study affects your 
life. (Give enough time for folks to gather their thoughts. Having one or 
two share would be excellent!)
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These sessions will probably stretch each of  us in 
several ways. We trust you will experience a sense of  
safety because of  God’s love and involvement in your 
life, but we also want to invite you to take new risks 
of  personal disclosure with others in your group. 
This is an invitation, not pressure. Never feel forced 
to share what you’re not ready to share. We can say 
from experience that even a little risk can benefit 
us greatly. 

WORK IT OUT 20 MINUTES SUGGESTED
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9  Read Philippians 1:6 out loud. Discuss how God’s commitment and 
promise affect you personally: “Being confident of this, that he who 
began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day 
of Christ Jesus.”

10  Discuss how you can experience even more resurrection power in 
your life. (see study notes)
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11  Write in the blank space below one step that you can start practicing 
this week to tap into Jesus’ resurrection power in a deeper way.

12  Would anyone like to share what step you’ve decided to take? (Consider 
sharing your experiences next week.) 

COME BEFORE GOD:

Before we pray together, let’s pause for some reflective silence. Get quiet for just 
one minute, close your eyes and clear your mind. In your mind ask God, “What 
are you showing me during this session that relates to your Son’s resurrection?” 
If you want to share what you received with the group, feel free but there’s no 
obligation. 

PRAY TOGETHER:

God, thank You for Jesus’ death and the power of His resurrection. Thank You for 
the ultimate shelter we have in Jesus, our Savior. We receive your power through 
the Holy Spirit. Help us in the weeks to come as we learn more about all the 
ways you want to help us in the storms of life.  

In Jesus’ Name, Amen.

NOTE: Some of the group members may have personal prayer 
requests they want to share. Allow everyone to answer this 
question: “How can we pray for you this week?” Ask someone in 
the group to pass their study guide around to write prayer requests 
on their Prayer and Praise Report on page 124. Ask that person to 
make copies, type it up and email it or take a picture and text it to 
the group.i
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STUDY
NOTES

The Bible talks about 
Jesus’ resurrection life 
infusing you with:

- Power to endure when life is tough.
- Power to become more like Jesus.
- Power to keep on serving Him.
- Power to pray in His name.
- Power to defeat sin and temptation.
- Power to live a new life.
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MOVE
IT
FORWARD
This week, take what you learned and spend some 
time putting it into practice. Choose one or more of the 
following activities to further your spiritual growth and even 
connect to others in your group. Don’t feel you have to 
complete all of these. Decide what you can commit to and 
go for it. Consider sharing your experiences as you “Move 
It Forward” the next time you meet with the group.

 
…   Pray for each other this week.
  You can use the Prayer and Praise Report gathered earlier in this meeting 

to support your group in prayer. The article in the Appendix on A.C.T.S. as a 
format for prayer may be helpful for you. It is found on page 120.

…  Reflect On It.
  Commit to daily connection with God. See suggestions on how to do that 

each day in the “Reflect On It” section. 

…  Change your mind.
  Memorizing Scripture helps to redirect our mind to God’s plan. Take time to 

give this important practice a try.
  

  “Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the 
life. The one who believes in me will live, even 
though they die” (John 11:25 niv).

…  Take personal notes at the weekend service. 
 Be ready to share your thoughts the next time you gather with your group.
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REFLECT O
N

 IT

Day 1. 
Scripture: 
John 2:19

19 Jesus answered them, 
“Destroy this temple, 
and I will raise it again in 
three days.” 

Observation: Jesus was 
answering a challenge 
about His authority to 
teach, confront, and 
work miracles. They 
misunderstood His 
words, but we know 
He was referring to 
the cross and His 
resurrection. What does 
it mean to you that Jesus 
was continuously aware 
and open about His own 
death? Why was His 
death necessary? 

Application: What is 
one new area/situation 
in your life where you 
are intentionally asking 
Jesus to bring His power 
to bear? 

Prayer:

Day 2. 
Scripture: 
1 Corinthians 
15:17-19

17 And if Christ has not 
been raised, your faith is 
futile; you are still in your 
sins. 18 Then those also 
who have fallen asleep 
in Christ are lost. 19 If 
only for this life we have 
hope in Christ, we are 
of all people most to be 
pitied.

Observation: What three 
things are true about us 
if Jesus was not raised 
from the dead? 

Application: Why are 
these crucial in your life? 

Prayer:

Day 3. 
Scripture: 
Philippians 1:6

6 Being confident 
of this, that he who 
began a good work in 
you will carry it on to 
completion until the day 
of Christ Jesus. 

Observation: How 
would you describe 
God’s good work in you 
this week?

Application: Describe 
the current effects in 
your life of confidence 
in Christ?

Prayer:
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O
N

 IT

Throughout the Storm Shelter study we will be surveying all God has to say to 
us regarding the shelter He provides in every storm. Each day, read the selected 
verses and give prayerful consideration to what you learn about God, His Spirit, 
and His place in your life. Listen to God and record your personal applications, 
thoughts, insights, or prayers in the Reflect section below the verses you read. 
On the sixth day record a summary of what you have learned over the entire 
week through this study. (Refer to S.O.A.P. in Appendix) 

Day 4. 
Scripture: 
Romans 6:4

4We were therefore 
buried with him through 
baptism into death in 
order that, just as Christ 
was raised from the 
dead through the glory 
of the Father, we too 
may live a new life. 

Observation: Have you 
been buried with Him 
through baptism? Have 
you been raised to new 
life?
 
Application: In what 
ways is your life new? 
Give God praise.

Prayer:

Day 5. 
Scripture: 
Acts 1:8  

8 But you will receive 
power when the Holy 
Spirit comes on you; and 
you will be my witnesses 
in Jerusalem, and in all 
Judea and Samaria, and 
to the ends of the earth.” 

Observation: In this 
verse, God gives us an 
assignment. What does 
He provide to help us 
carry it out? Are you 
living with that power? 

Application: How can 
you expand your desire 
to see God’s power at 
work in you? How can 
that affect wider circles? 

Prayer:

 

Day 6. 
Summary: In general, 
how would you describe 
the condition of your 
storm shelter in facing 
the storms that might be 
headed your way or are 
around you right now?

Use the following space 
to summarize any 
thoughts God has put 
in your heart and mind 
about the things we 
have looked at during 
your Reflect On It time 
this week
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